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KEVIN REYNOLDS, STATELINE COMMENTS 

776. Mr J.E. McGRATH to the Premier: 
I refer to Brian Burke’s position as a powerbroker pulling the strings in the Labor Party and to the very frank and 
honest revelation by union heavyweight Kevin Reynolds - 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order! 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  - on the ABC’s Stateline program this year - 

Several members interjected. 

Point of Order 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  It is very difficult to hear the member asking the question because of the inane interjections 
from government members.  I for one would like to hear it. 

The SPEAKER:  It is a very good point of order. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  For members who did not hear it, I will repeat the question.  I refer to Brian Burke’s 
position as a powerbroker pulling the strings in the Labor Party and to the very frank and honest revelation by 
union heavyweight Kevin Reynolds on the ABC’s Stateline program earlier this year: when asked how he felt 
about the Labor Party’s treatment of Brian Burke, he replied, “Geoff indicates that people don’t talk to Brian.  
Well let me tell you, his phone runs hot.  Half the people that ring Brian are ministers and people within the 
Labor Party.”  Does the Premier concede that some of his ministers have deliberately flouted his directive, or 
does he say that Kevin Reynolds does not know what he is talking about?   

Dr G.I. GALLOP replied: 
My answer to the question is no.  I believe that all my ministers work according to the rules I have set out.  In 
answer to the general points made by the member, first, he has revealed that the Labor Party is a diverse and 
robust organisation; and, secondly, everyone in Western Australia who deals with my government knows the 
rules under which it operates, and those rules are that the public interest always comes first.   
 


